Pure: and genuine Chriſtianity truly repreſent- 
": ed and defended :.or, The proper uſe and de- 
Vn of miracles considered; and the argument 
Araum from thence for the ſupport of the 
| goſpel, clearly lated” and vindicated, againſt 
the objections of Deiſts and Unbelievers : | 
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TO THE 


YOUNG MEN, 


SUPPORTERS& of the 


MORNING LECTURE, 
| in E AT O JS. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I qgives me the greateſt pleaſure 
N and ſatisfaction to ſee ſo con- 
Se 1 BY fiderablea body of thoſe, who 
AS d- J are the only hopes of the next 
„generation, ſo firmly attach'd 
el to the nobleſt cauſe in the 

world. that of truth, virtue and real religion; 


and expreſſing a value for the following ſer- 


mon, and deſiring the publication of the ſame, 
for no other reaſon, and which has nothing 
elſe to recommend it, but that it contains a 
true repreſentation, and a juſt defence of the 


uncorrupted doctrines of chriſtianity. 


As theſe are your profeſſed thoughts, diſpo- 
fitions and ſentiments at preſent, I truſt, you 


will be fo juſt to yourſelves as to conſider 
what the world has a right to expect from 


you, in conſequence of ſuch happy beginnings. 
And indeed what may not be expected from 


perſons, ſo early acquainted with ſuch valuable 


AS - and 
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| and important truths, inſpired with ſuch ſub- 
lime and heavenly principles, and animated 
with ſuch bright and glorious proſpects, as the 
goſpel does furniſh us with ? 

WHEeREFORE, that theſe things may be 
eg of a divine temper of ſoul, and 
ead to the ſteady and uniform practice of 
all real virtue, ſubſtantial goodneſs, and uni- 
verſal. holineſs, and that your example may 
havea moſt powerful influence on many others; 
finally, that you may by this means attain 
to the moſt exalted pitch of earthly felicity, 
and in due time acquire a bleſſed immortali- 
ly, is the ſincere and earneſt defire of, 


Gentlemen, 
Dur moſt Afectionate 
Plymouth, 
Oct. 72h, 
1740. 


Humble Servant, 


H. M. 


2 


E 


Row. i. 16. 


For I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of 
Chriſt; for it is the power of God 
unto ſalvation, to every one that be- 
lievetb. 5 


HE Romans, when the apoſtle 
Paul wrote them this epiſtle, had 
never enjoyed his perſonal pre- 
ſence and labours: And leſt an 

ſhould impute this, either to his 
neglect of them, or to any dif- 
truſt of the cauſe wherein he was 


engaged; after he had acquainted them with his 


commiſſion as an apoſtle, and the power and au- 
thority he was intruſted with for preaching the gol- 
pel, and eſpecially unto them of the Gentiles, ver. 
1—6, he aſſures them, that as they had been the 
ſubject of his daily concern, and of his moſt earneſt 
ſupplications, ever ſince he had heard of their con- 
verſion, and as he deſired nothing more than to ſee 


and eſtabliſh them in the faith, ver. 9-—12, ſo he 


would embrace the firſt opportunity that offer'd, 
to make them a viſit, and to preach the goſpel 
among them even at Rome, ver. 14, 15. that he 
might convince his oppoſers, that he feared no pow- 
er nor adverſary upon earth; that he had no doc- 
trine to deliver, but what he was ready to own 


and ſupport before the whole world, to expoſe to 


the view of all men, and to ſubmit to their moſt 
free and impartial enquiry : being fully perſuaded 
OLE that 
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that the more narrowly it was ſifted into, and the n 
more thoroughly conſider'd, the more divine and MN t 
excellent it would appear to all impartial and un- 2 N 
prejudic'd minds, and the e quicker progreſs it would 2 E 
make through the world In the words of my text, be 1 
For I am not aſhamed of ihe goſpel of Chriſt, &c. to MM # 
give you a juſt view of the apoſtle's deſign, and to 9 | 
make my diſcourſe ſomewhat inſtructive and pro- 1 
fitable, I would beg leave to lay before you the F hs 
four following things. 9 
0 


Firſt, Give a brief and general account of that Þ 
wer, wherewith the preaching of the goſpel has = : 
een attended, and by. which it is fo firmly ſup- 8 l 
ported. | 
Secondly, Shew that this power is truly divine, a 
and came from God. ; 
Thirdly, Obſerve how neceſſary it was, that the 
goſpel, at its firſt preaching, ſhould be accompanied : 
with a divine and extraordinary power; and why 
there is no occaſion for the continuance of the fame. 7 , 
Fourthly, Conſider what regard we owe to the 4 a 
goſpel fo gloriouſly ſupported, and what entertain- 3 a 
ment it deſerves at our hands: For I am not 3 ; 
aſhamed of the goſpel. And then conclude with a 9 f 
few reflections. ; 


Firft, J am to give you a brief and general ac- 
count of that power, wherewith the preaching of 
the goſpel has been attended, and by which it is 
ſupported. 

Axp here J muſt obſerve, that there are two q 
different kinds of power belonging to the goſpel : 'Y 
one ordinary and common, inviſible and internal, 6 
moral and ſpiritual, more immediately flowing from 1 
the very nature and deſign, the internal frame and 4 
conſtitution of the goſpel ; having in itſelf a mani- 4 
feſt tendency and a natural fitneſs, to produce _ 

mo 


| 
| 


truly repreſented and defended. 7 
moſt happy and beneficial effects and changes in 
the ſouls of men; and which has been the ſame, 
more or leſs, in all ages, and will continue to at- 
tend it unto the end, where it meets with a heart 
rightly diſpoſed, and where 'tis receiv*d in the 
love thereof. | 
Tx other kind of power belonging to the go 
pel, is that which is viſible and external, uncom- 
mon and miraculous, and which only accompanied 
the goſpel at its firſt appearing, and was peculiar 
to the days of the apoſtles, and the firſt age of 
chriſtianity, 

Tuis is what the apoſtle ſeems to have chiefly 
in his eye here, and to which therefore I ſhall chief- 
ly confine my preſent diſcourſe z taking no further 
notice of the other, than it has a neceſſary con- 
nexion with my principal deſign, 

Anp here I muſt obſerve further, that there is - 
a twofold power of this extraordinary kind, that 
accompanied the firſt preachers of the goſpel ; one 
enabling them to perform real miracles, and the 
moſt ſtupendous works; the other conſiſting in a 
miraculous operation upon their minds, producing 
a ſurpriſing change in their rational powers, and 
furniſhing them with extraordinary and miraculous 

ifts. 
1 TRE former of theſe accompanied the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, from its very firſt appearance. 
It was after this manner our bleſſed Saviour intro- 
duced it into the world: He no ſooner enter*d 
upon his publick miniſtry, but he gave the world 
plain and undeniable proofs and evidences of his 
divine authority and commiſſion, by working the 
moſt glorious miracles, and performing the moſt 
extraordinary works, reſtoring ſight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, feet to the lame, curing the 
moſt rooted and inveterate diſeaſes with the ſpeak- 
ing of a word, and at the remoteſt diſtance, and 
TE = raiſing 
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raiſing the dead to life : All which his moſt impla- 
cable enemies were eye-witneſſes to, and could not 
conteſt or deny; as it is expreſsly taken notice of, 
upon his raiſing of Lazarus which was confeſſedly 
ſo ſtupendous a miracle, and wrought ſo publickly, 
that they knew of no other method of ſilencing 


him, and putting a ſtop to the. progreſs of his doc- 


trine, but by contriving his deſtruction, Fohn xi. 
47» — 53. | 
[ans many of the ſame glorious works and ſtu- 
pendous miracles were wrought by the hands of 
the apoſtles after him, in confirmation of their com- 
miſſion, and the truth of their meſſage and reli- 
ligion: As we find the ſame wicked generation of 
men, that condemn'd and crucified our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, acknowledging to their own confuſion, Alls 
iv. 16. Saying, what ſhall we do to theſe men? for that 
indeed a notable. miracle hath been done by them is mani- 
feſt to all them that dwell in Feruſalem, and we cannot 


deny it. What ſtronger evidence can we poſlibly 


have of the reality of this miracle, than ſuch a 
confeſſion from the moſt bitter enemies ? And what 
a glorious proof and demonſtration is this, of the 


truth and divinity of the chriſtian religion, that 


was attended with ſuch a mighty power? 

Bur this will further appear, if we conſider that 
ſtrange and remarkable alteration that was wrought 
in their minds by the influence and operation of the 
Holy Spirit. The apoſtles were in themſelves a com- 
pany of plain and unſkilful men, of no learning and 
education, of no conſiderable abilities and accom- 


pliſhments, of no authority or influence, of little re- 


ſolution and courage; and yet they had no ſooner 
received the promile of the Holy Ghoſt, and began 
to bear teſtimony to the truth of the goſpel, but 
we do immediately find them ſpeaking with the ut- 
moſt freedom in a vaſt variety of languages; lan- 
guages they had never learnt, nor perhaps ever 


heard 
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truly repreſented and defended. 8 
heard of; and capable of interpreting the ſame 
with the greateſt readineſs unto others: Their ra- 
tional powers wonderfully enlarged, and their un- 
derſtandings on a ſudden endow'd with the clear- 
eſt and moſt comprehenſive knowledge of the moſt 
ſublime and important truths and doctrines, and 
capable of explaining and repreſenting the fame to 
others, with the greateſt perſpicuity and evidence; 
and of reaſoning and diſcourſing concerning reli- 
gion and divine things, with greater ſtrength and 
certainty, with greater beauty and elegance, than 
the wiſeſt and the moſt learned philoſophers, 
who had ſpent all their time in ſtudy and contem- 
plation : Their minds being at the ſame time fur- 
niſhed with a capacity, in many caſes, of diſcern- 
ing the very temper, diſpoſition, and inclinations of 
men, and of foretelling the moſt diſtant and con- 
tingent events, What png powers were theſe, 
to be conferr*d on weak fallible mortal creatures; 
and what a divine and glorious atteſtation was here- 
by given to the chriſtian religion ? If we would ſee 
all theſe excellent gifts and diſtributions of the Spi- 
rit at one view, we ſhall find them enumerated one 
after another by the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 10. 

To alt which we may add one ſpecies of power 
more, no leſs remarkable than the former, and 
which does indeed in ſome ſenſe include all the 
reſt; a power of beſtowing theſe extraordinary 
gifts upon others, on believing chriſtians : And this 
was peculiar to the apoſtles, and entirely confined 
to their office; inſomuch that wherever they preach- 
ed in perſon, and converted any number to the 
chriſtian faith, they never faiPd of conferring on 
them ſome of thele miraculous gifts and powers. 
I am lead to this obſervation, by the particular caſe 
of the church of Rome at this time; for tho? they 
were converted to the faith, yet they had not * 
cely* 


—— 
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ceiv'd the Holy Ghoſt : and this was one reaſon 3 
why the apoſtle was fo deſirous to ſee them, that he 7 
might impart unto them ſome ſpiritual gift, for BY 
their further eſtabliſhment and comfort, ver. 11. of 3 

the ſame chapter wherein is my text. And this to bs 

me would be a ſufficient argument, if we had no 'F 

other, that the apoſtle Peter had never yet been at | 

Rome; much leis then can we ſuppoſe, that he was 

the author of their converſion, and the founder of | 1 
the Roman church ; and leaſt of all, that he was + þ 

biſhop of Rome, and that this was the uſual place L 

of his reſidence : which the preſent Roman church 0 | 
| 

| 

| 
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make one main foundation of that exorbitant and 

tyrannical power, they claim to themſelves over 

other churches. -- But this by the way. — And this 
ſhall ſuffice for the firſt thing; concerning that ex- 
traordinary and miraculous power, that accompa- 

nied the firſt preaching of the goſpel. I come 

now, as I propoſed, 

Secondly, To ſhew that this power was truly divine, 
and came from God. This is expreſsly aſſerted by 
the apoſtle, and alledg'd as a reaſon why he was 
not aſhamed of the goſpel, becauſe it 15 the power 
of God: And we ſhall find, I truſt, that he had 
juſt ground for this his aſſurance, inaſmuch as *tis 
ſcarce poſſible in the nature of things, that it ſhould 
be deriv'd from any other fountain. 5 

For if God be not the author of this power, from 1 
whence can it be ſuppos'd to proceed? To ſay that 


* I mean, the Roman church in general, or the body of the 3g 
chriſtian people lately converted; for that ſome extraordinary N 
gifts were exerciſed among them is evident, from Rom. xii. 6, 

but then 'tis as plain, that theſe were poſſeſſed only by thoſe, 
who preſided over them, as their teachers or inſtructors, and 
who were probably the happy inſtruments of their converſion ; 
but not being apoſtles, they had no power of communicating the 
ſame unto believers : for that the church had them not in com- 

mon, is evident from the verſe above quoted. / 
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truly repreſented and defended. Ir 
it was Caſual or accidental, or the work of mere 
chance, is the ſame as to ſay, that it was produced 
without any cauſe at all ; or that nothing was the 
cauſe of ſomething, yea, of the moſt real glorious 


and ſtupendous effects; which is highly abſurd, and 


a palpable contradiction. 


Nox can this power be from meer men; for it 
plainly appears, at firſt view, vaſtly to tranſcend all 
the powers of the human nature'; nor have all the 
ſkill, ſtrength and endeavours of mortal creatures 
united together, ever yet been found to produce 
ſuch ſtupendous effects : for was it ever known or 
heard of, that any man, or number of men, could 
remove all kinds of bodily infirmities, cure the 
moſt obſtinate diſeaſes, or raiſe the dead, by any 
virtue inherent in themſelves, or by their own 
bare word and authority; and much leſs attain to 
the higheſt meaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, 
without labour or ſtudy, without learning or in- 
ſtruction, is it not manifeſt that no ſuch powers be- 
long to the human nature, or ever could be claim- 
ed by it? Beſides, how comes it to paſs, that ſuch 
powers were peculiar to the goſpel only, and never 
were annexed to any other inſtitution or religion? 
— Why did they never accompany any other per- 
ſons than thoſe who were employ'd in ſpreading the 
chriſtian doctrine, and thoſe upon whom they were 
directed to confer the fame ? — Why did they con- 
tinue thus regularly to accompany the firſt preach- 
ers of 'the goſpel, and that through the whole 
courſe of the miniſtry, at all times, in all places, 
wherever they they had occaſion to preach their 
doctrines? — And laſtly, why did all theſe pow- 
ers ceaſe and determine, with theſe extraordinary 
and inſpired perſons, when the chriſtian religion 
was once ſufficiently ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the 
world, and have never been poſſeſs'd and exercis'd 
by any ſet of men ever ſince ? Till theſe queſtions 
| B 2 are 
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are well reſolv'd, and to which no ſatisfactory an- 
ſwers have yet been given, I think we may uſt! 
conclude, that this power cannot be deriv'd from 
men, and conſequently that the goſpel is no hu- 
man contrivance. 

T nx laſt ſhift that unbelievers and the oppoſers 
of reveal'd religion have recourſe to, is this, they 


either queſtion whether any ſuch power ever ac- 
companied the goſpel, and conſequently ſuppoſe 


all the miracles recorded of it, to be no other than 
mere cheat and impoſture; or if they were really 
perform'd, that they were produc'd by the agency 
and influence of evil ſpirits. Firſt, with reſpect to 
the former, what I have already taken notice of un- 
der my firſt general head, will appear to all impar- 
tial perſons to be a ſufficient proof of the truth and 
reality of this power ; to which I ſhall further add, 

that the miracles perform'd for the confirmation 
of the goſpel, were of ſuch an extraordinary and 
ſtupendous nature, were ſo many and various, were 
wrought at ſuch different times, and in ſo many 
different places, upon ſuch a vaſt number of per- 
ſons, and in ſuch a publick manner, in view of ſo 
many thouſand ſpectators, foes as well as friends; 
and all theſe powers and works were continued to 
be exerciſed and produced for ſo many years ſuc- 
ceſhively, and are atteſted by ſo many different wri- 
ters, and ſo many unexceptionable witneſſes, of 
the moſt undoubted credit and authority; that if 


we may not ſafely believe and depend upon them, 


we mult neceſſarily give up the truth of all antient 
hiſtory, and call in queſtion the moſt undoubted 
tranſactions of all former ages. 

Bor if there are any ſo perverſe, as to allow 
the ſacred hiſtorians no quarter, no, nor give credit 
to any of their contemporary writers, who teſtify 
the ſame things; upon a further inquiry we ſhall 
find even the facts well able to ſpeak for ches; 

elves: 
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ſelves: For I would aſk, how it came to paſs, that 


the goſpel made ſuch a quick and ſurpriſing pro- 
greſs thro? the world; that ſuch a vaſt number of 
yoople were converted to the belief and profeſſion 
of the chriſtian faith within fo ſhort a compaſs of 


time; and that it had ſuch a viſible and powerful 


influence on their temper and behaviour, their hearts 
and their lives? — How came it to produce ſuch a 


remarkable and happy revolution in the ſtate of 


the moral world; to prevail ſo faſt over the luſts, 
corruptions and prejudices of ungodly men ; to 
work ſo great and entire a change, in the religions, 
manners and conſtitutions of mankind, which had 
ſo long obtain*d, and were ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd 
among them; and fo effectually to ſubdue and ex- 
tirpate idolatry, ſuperſtition and error, wherever 
it appear'd? — How was it poſſible for the goſpel 
to break thro? all theſe formidable difficulties, and 
that without any worldly power and influence, 
without any temporal motives and encouragements 
to ſupport it; yea, and in direct oppoſition to all 
the Vrigh and potentates of the earth, to all the 
wiſdom and policy, to all the power and authority 
that then ſubſiſted in the world, to all the com- 
bin*d ſtrength and forces of mankind ? Whence 
could this be ſuppoſed to proceed ? | 
Dozs not experience teach us, that there is no- 
thing mankind are more ſtrongly averſe to, than 
any conſiderable alterations in thoſe opinions and 
cuſtoms, conſtitutions and practices, they have been 
brought up in- the belief and obſervation of ; and 
moſt of all, in thoſe things that concern religion. 
*Tis certain that no nations in the world were ever 
more tenacious of their religious rites and cuſtoms 
than both the Jews and Romans were when the goſ- 
pel made it firſt appearance; nor is it leſs evident, 
that they (eſpecially the latter) were poſſeſs'd of 
ſufficient power and force, to fruſtrate and — 
| al 
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all attempts that might be made of this nature, 
by the endeavours of mere men; and how was it 
poſſible, that a few weak and unſkilful perſons 
ſhould be able to carry a religion after this man- 
ner thro? the world, and to maintain and uphold it 
with ſuch remarkable ſucceſs, and to cauſe it final- 


ly to prevail againſt all its enemies and oppoſers, 


without ſome extraordinary aſſiſtance and ſupport? 
Theſe things manifeſtly appear to be far above the 
power of all human agents, nor can one inſtance 
be given of the contrary; and therefore are they 
ſo many undeniable proofs of the exiſtence of a di- 
vine power accompanying the goſpel, and of the 
truth and reality of thoſe miracles that attended 
the firſt preaching of it: nor can any other cauſe 
be poſſibly aſſigned, that can be ſuppoſed equal 
and proportionate to ſuch ſtupendous effects b.] 
Secondly, The other objection concerning the 
agency of evil ſpirits, is as old as chriſtianity itſelf, 
and owes its riſe to the inveterate prejudices of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who had the inſolence to at- 
tack our bleſſed Saviour himſelf with this blaſphe- 
mous charge, and to impute his moſt glorious 
works, to a confederacy with the prince of the de- 
vils, Matt. ix. 32, 33, 34. [And which, though 
not commonly urged by our modern unbeliev- 
ers, was the main ſtrength of the oppoſition that 
was made to chriſtianity in the firſt ages of it; 
thoſe antient infidels, fully convinced of the truth 
of the facts themſelves, had not the hardineſs to 
call in queſtion the reality of thoſe miracles 
that were wrought for the ſupport of the goſpel, 
and knew of no other way to evade their force and 
authority, than by aſcribing them to the power of 
magic and ſorcery, and by oppoſing to them other 
b 'The paragraphs within the lines have been added ſince the 
ſermon was preach'd, for the further illuſtration of the ar- 
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prodigies wrought by the ſame means, for the ſup- 

rt of idolatry and pagani ſm. And this we may, 
by the way, regard as another irrefragable argu- 
ment, of the real exiſtence of that divine power 
that at firſt attended the goſpel, and ſuch as the 
preſent oppoſers of revealed religion will never be 
able to deprive us of the benefit of, or give any 
ſolid anſwer unto. . 

I TAKE notice of this objection therefore, not 
becauſe it has any real force in it, but, partly, that 
it may be ſeen how little even malice it ſelf has 
to ſay againſt the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus ; and 


partly, in order to diſplay ſomewhat of the internal 


worth and excellency of the goſpel, which indeed 
is its moſt diſtinguiſhing glory. 

AN bp here I do not deny that evil ſpirits may 
perform great and wonderful works, and ſuch as 
may appear to us as real miracles ; and providence, 
for wiſe reaſons unknown to us, may ſometimes 

ermit them ſo to do: As the Egyptian magicians 
did by their means, before Pharoah and in the pre- 
ſence of Moſes and Aaron, Exod. vii. 10, 11. But 
then I add, that 'tis not at all conſiſtent, either with 
the holineſs or goodneſs of God, to ſuffer wicked 
ſpirits to perform any ſuch works, as may not by 
a ſerious and careful inquiry be diſtinguiſh'd from 
true and real miracles ©, either from the nature of 
the works themſelves, the manner wherein they are 
perform'd, the circumſtances attending them, or 
the main end and deſign they are intended to an- 
ſwer; or otherwiſe, we may juſtly expect, that 
God himſelf will interpoſe in an extraordinary man- 
ner, rather than any of his creatures ſhould be un- 
avoldably impos'd upon and deceived to their eter- 
nal ruin; as he moſt ſignally did interpoſe, in the 


© By true and real miracles, I mean ſuch as are wrought for 
the confirmation of any doctrine or meſſage, as coming from 

God. See the application, firſt inference, 
cauſe 
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cauſe of truth and religion, and for the conviction 
of falſhood and impoſture, in the caſe of Meſes 
and the Egyptian magicians; whereby the latter 
were themſelves forced to acknowledge their own 
inſufficiency and the almighty power of God, Exod. 
viii. 17, 18, 19. But without entring further into 
this matter, *tis demonſtrably certain, that evil ſpi- 
Tits could have no hand in the miracles that were 
wrought in atteſtation of the goſpel, for the three 


following reaſons. 


Firſt, Becauſe the power that accompanied the 
goſpel, was diſplayed on purpoſe to deſtroy the 
kingdom of ſatan, and to put an end to his empire 
and dominion in the world. 

No one was ever engaged in a more ſteady op- 
poſition to the intereſt of ſatan, did more to over- 
throw his authority, and to reſcue mankind from 
nis hateful ſway ; no one ever obtained ſo compleat 
a victory over the devil, and confin'd his power 


within narrower bounds, than our bleſſed Saviour 


and his apoſtles after him. 

FURTHER, never did any religion, ſo vaſtly 
abridge the power of ſatan, deliver mankind ſo en- 
tirely from his government, and ſo effectually ſe- 


cure them againſt his malice and influence, as the 


chriſtian religion, or the goſpel of Chriſt; for we 
know that wherever the goſpel came, ſatan's pow- 
er was at an end, his kingdom was aboliſh'd, his 
altars were deſtroyed, his worſhip was abandon'd, 
his ſervice deſerted and forſaken. —— This being 
ſo, is there the leaſt ſhadow of a foundation to ſup- 
poſe, that our bleſſed Saviour or his diſciples were 
the meſſengers of the evil one? — Is it poſſible 
for thoſe to act in conjunction, who are not only 
carrying on ſeparate intereſts, but ſuch as are di- 


rectly repugnant to each other? — Is it probable 


that ſatan ſhould employ any of his own emiſſa- 
rics, to undermine his own intereſt, to aboliſh his 
„ 
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own authority, and to free mankind from his own 
hated chains ? or that he ſhould join in confederacy 
with thoſe, who were engaged in ſuch a deſign? 
IT was after this manner our bleſſed Lord ar- 
gues, with irreſiſtable force and evidence, againſt 
the unreaſonable cavils of the Jews, who charg'd 
him with working his miracles by the agency of the 
devil, Matt. xii. 24, 25, 26. Where he obſerves, 
how abſurd it was to imagine, that ſatan ſhould en- 
ter into a ſtate of war againſt himſelf, and become 
acceſſary to his own deſtruction : and conſequently, 
that his diſpoſſeſſing him of his ſtrong-holds, was 
an undeniable argument, not only that he acted 
by another authority, but allo that he was poſſeſſed 
of a power far ſuperior to that of ſatan, ver. 28, 29. 
And whence could: ſuch a power as this be deriv'd, 
but from God ? and hence they might conclude, 
that the kingdom of God was come unto them. 
Secondly, That the power that accompanied the 
goſpel, was truly divine, appears likewiſe from its 
being exerted in the cauſe and for the ſupport of 
truth and righteouſneſs, The kingdom of ſatan is 
entirely founded upon, and only to be ſupported 
by, ignorance and darkneſs, falſhood and impoſ- 
ture, vice and wickedneſs; and wherever truth 
obtains, and virtue prevails, they threaten the utter 
ſubverſion of his authority and dominion : he is 
therefore an implacable enemy to all goodneſs and 
righteouſneſs, and there is nothing he ſo much 


'S dreads, as the diffuſing their power and influence 
4 1 through the world, And can he be at the ſame time 
"a & | united with thoſe, whoſe chief employment it was 
hs YN £0 eſtabliſh the intereſts of truth and holineſs in 
11 3 the world ? or can he be ſuppoſed to furniſh them 
= With thoſe powers, that were neceſſary to render 
. £ their endeavours effectual * — Is 1¹ poſſible that he 
_ mould be the author of a religion, or ſhould con- 
2 C | tribute - 
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tribute to its ſupport and ſucceſs, which was con- 
triv*d and publiſh'd on purpoſe to expel ignorance, 
vice and corruption from the minds of men, to in- 
ſpire the ſou] with a divine temper, and to tranſ- 
form us into the image and likeneſs of God him- 
ſelf? This is to ſuppoſe the father of lies to become 
the patron of truth, and the author of all evil to 
become a ſupporter of righteouſneſs ; which is the 
fame thing as to ſuppoſe truth and falſhood, good 
and evil, light and darkneſs, to be one and the 
fame thing. In ſhort, the chriſtian religion is evi- 
dently calculated to refine us from all moral pollu- 
tion and guilt, and to make us truly, univerſally 
and perfectly holy ; none could therefore be the 
author thereof, who is not himſelf poſſeſsd of the 
moſt perfect purity ; and as this character alone be- 
Jongs unto God, from him muſt the goſpel and 
the power annexed thereto be neceſſarily deriv'd. 
Thirdly, This will full further appear, if we con- 
fider the great and ultimate ends of the goſpel. 
The great end of Chriſt's appearing and death, 
was to fave the human race from utter ruin, and 
to procure our eternal ſalvation ; he inſtituted the 
chriſtian religion with this view, to give us a title 
to future endleſs bleſſedneſs, and to qualify us for 
the enjoyment of it; and ſuch a glorious power 
was annexed to the goſpel, to facilitate and ſecure 
theſe excellent ends: and can fatan have any of 
theſe things at heart? Can he who was a murderer 
from the beginning, who ſeduced our firſt parents 
from their duty and allegiance, and has ever ſince 
been labouring the deſtruction of the human race, 
and who, as the apoſtle Peter obſerves, like a rapa- 
cious beaſt of prey, goes about ſeeking to devour 
the ſouls of men; is it poſſible ſuch a malicious ſpi- 
rit as this, ſhould be capable of any benevolent 
diſpoſitions towards mankind, or be W of 
| . their 
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their ſpiritual and.eternal felicity ? Nothing can be 
further from, or more oppoſite to his thoughts, in- 
clinations, intentions and deſigns than this; for 
we are well aſſured that after all Chriſt has done 
to fave us, *tis his conſtant buſineſs, to make us as 
miſerable as himſelf, and to expoſe us to utter and 
eternal perdition; and happy is it for us, that the 
wer that worketh in us and for us, 1s more migh- 
ty than that which is employed againſt us : the latter 
we are ſure is from beneath, but the other comes 
from above, from him who is able to ſubdue all 
things unto himſelf, Thus in whatever light we 
conſider this power, it manifeſtly appears to be 
purely divine, and therefore is the goſpel here juſt- 
ly repreſented as the power of God unto falvation. 
And this ſhall ſuffice for the ſecond general head. I 
now proceed, | | 

Thirdly, To obſerve how neceſſary it was, that 
the goſpel, at its firſt preaching, ſhould be ac- 
companied with ſuch a divine power, and why it 
did not continue to attend it in after ages. 

As to the former of theſe, it was neceſſary that 
a divine power ſhould accompany the firſt preach- 
ing of the goſpel, upon a twofold account. 

TA 1s was neceſſary, in the firſt place, in order 
to awaken the ſtupid minds of mankind, and to en- 
gage their ſerious attention to the important dif- 
coveries, the heavenly doctrines, and the glorious 
offers of the goſpel ; for the goſpel labour'd under 
this diſadvantage when it firſt appear'd, that it not 
only found mankind firmly attach'd to ſome former 
religion, and extreamly tenacious of the traditions 
they had receiv*d from their anceſtors, but was in 
itſelf in moſt reſpects directly oppoſite to the ſeve- 
ral religions that were eſtabliſhed among them ; in- 
ſomuch that the one muſt neceſſarily be renounced 
in order to make way for the other. It was neceſ- 

C 2 ſary 
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ſary therefore that the firſt preachers of chriſtianity 
ſhould be endow'd with an extraordinary and mi- 
raculous power, in order to bring mankind off 
from a ſtiff adherence to their falſe religions, to 
overcome their rooted prejudices to the truth, to 
break their hard and ſtubborn hearts, to over- 
balance the power and prevalence of their luſts, 
corruptions and worldly intereſts, -to rouſe them out 
of a ſtate of ſecurity and indolence, to alarm their 
ſtupid conſciences, and to excite them to a ſerious 
and impartial conſideration of what the goſpel had 
to ſay for itſelf, whereby they would ſoon be con- 
vinced of its truth and authority, of its importance 


and excellency, and be lead to entertain and em- 


brace it. 
Bor further, ſecondly, This was likewiſe neceſſa- 
ry, becauſe the Jewiſb religion, which the goſpel 
was to aboliſh and ſet afide, had been ſupported 
by miracles z and therefore it might juſtly be ex- 
pected, that this latter ſhould be attended with ſu- 
perior evidences of its truth and divinity : - - - Yea, 
even the Pagan religion had its falſe and counter- 
feit miracles, which however the common people 
believed to be true, and which therefore they would 
not eaſily be prevailed with to renounce, till they 
law more glorious works perform'd, and a higher 
power exerted, than their religion could boaſt of. 
In vain therefore ſhould the firſt preachers have 


attempted to convert mankind to the chriſtian 


faith, had they not been able to ſupport their meſ- 
ſage by a power plainly deriv'd from heaven; and 
therefore, as our bleſſed Lord continually appeal- 
ed to his miraculous works, as the proper teſts of 
his divine commiſſion, Fohn x. 24, 25. ſo does he 
expreſsly enjoin the apoſtles, not to enter upon their 
publick work, till they had receiv*d the promiſe of 
the Spirit, and were endow'd with power from on 
high, Luke xxiv. 48, 49. Bu T 
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Bu T to proceed to the other part of the inqui- 
„why does not the ſame power continue to at- 


tend the goſpel to this day? The reaſon is, becauſe 
the chriſtian religion being once fully eſtabliſhed 


upon its own proper foundations, there can be no 
occaſion for any further atteſtation after ſuch an 
extraordinary manner; for a religion, when once 


prov'd to be divine, muſt always neceſſarily con- 


tinue ſo, and cannot but be acknowledged and re- 


ceived as ſuch, as long as the ſame proofs of its di- 


vinity and authority remain: for if they were ſatiſ- 


factory at firſt, they will unavoidably be fo ſtill; 


diſtance of time and place being able to make no 
alteration in the truth and nature of things. Nor 


would the repeating the fame proofs ever ſo often, 


add any weight or ſtrength to the evidence, but 
only introduce confuſion and diforder into the 
world ; yea, and defeat the very end and deſign 
of all ſuch extraordinary proofs, by making them 


too common and familiar to mankind : It was 


therefore moſt agreeable to the wiſdom of God, to 


do this once for-all ; to give the fulleſt and moſt 


glorious atteſtation to the goſpel at firſt, and to 
leave the fame upon record, for the conviction and 


belief of all future ages. 


INDEED it muſt be confeſs'd, that the Jecijſb 
religion had a divine power attending it for many 


ages, and was ſupported by a long ſucceſſion of 
miracles; and the reaſon was, becaule their religion 


being but imperfe& and defective at firſt i, need- 
ed 


4 DefeQtive I mean as a rule of life, or as a ſyſtem of moral 
and religious truths and precepts, to reaſonable creatures, for the 


government of their thoughts, and affections, and paſſions within, 


and the regulation of their actions and behaviour without, and 
the grand motives neceſſary to enforce the practice thereof; in 
which reſpect it plainly needed further additions and explications 
to render it compleat. In another ſenſe indeed it may be ſaid 

| | to 
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ed various alterations, additions and amendments 
from time to time, and for this purpoſe were many 
extraordinary meſſengers raiſed up one after an- 
other, and employed by God to make thoſe fur- 
ther declarations of his will their particular circum- 
ſtances required; and it was neceſſary that each of 
thoſe prophets ſhould bring their credentials with 
them, and ſupport their authority by undeniable 
miracles. | 

Bux the caſe is otherwiſe with the chriſtian re- 
Jigion, which was to be finiſh*d and compleated at 
its firſt publication, by theſe extraordinary perſons, 
who ſhould introduce it into the world ; after 
which, no further additions or alterations were to 
be made. The chriſtian religion therefore being 
perfected at once, could be ſufficiently proved at 
once; and being thus duly atteſted, and firmly 


eſtabliſhed upon the moſt ſolid foundations at firſt, 


all ſupernatural gifts and powers did from thence- 
forth become needleſs and ſuperfluous, and there- 
fore did they ſoon ceaſe and determine : and yet 
have we ſtill the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of the 
truth and divinity of the goſpel, as all thoſe extra- 
ordinary works and miracles that were produced 
for the confirmation thereof have been faithfully 
tranſmitted down to us; for thus we have all the 
evidence for our holy religion, that any religion 


to be perfect, that is, perfect in its kind, beſt ſuited to the then 
ſtate of the world, and to the temper and circumſtances of the 
Fews, and beſt contriv'd to keep them within the bounds of 
their allegiance and duty unto God their proper governour, and 
to preſerve them from idolatry, which ſeems to be the great end 
of all God's diſpenſations towards them, and eſpecially of all 
thoſe extraordinary meſſages he ſent them by his prophets, and 
which therefore may be conſider'd as an eſſential part of their 
conſtitution, or of that theocracy that was intended to be eſtab- 
liſh'd among them, which therefore both ceaſed together, as ſoon 
as the great end was anſwer'd, and that nation cured of their 
pronen 15 unto idolatry. 
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ever had or can have; yea, and as much as any 
truth or matter of fact is capable of, at ſo great a 
diſtance: and he muſt be a very obſtinate unbe- 
liever, that deſires or demands more than this. 
And this brings me to obſerve, further, 

Fourthly and laſtly, What regard we owe to the 


goſpel thus gloriouſly ſupported, and what enter- 
8 it deſerves at our hands. We muſt not be 


aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, being thus the 


power of God unto falvation ; which words contain 


an obvious figure, where more is ſignified than ex- 
preſs'd : yea, where the loweſt terms are uſed to re- 

reſent the moſt ſublime and exalted ſentiments, 
and which at leaſt imply the four following things, 

Firſt, That we receive the goſpel as true and di- 
vine ; for the power, and the goſpel to which it is 
annexed, muſt neceſſarily have the ſame ſource and 
origin ; from whatever fountain we deduce the one, 
we muſt unavoidably derive the other. Now I think 

it has appear*d beyond all contradiction, that the 

wer was from God, and therefore ſo muſt the 
goſpel too; and under this character are we to re- 
ceive and entertain it. *Tis a religion, of which God 
himſelf was the ſole author, and which he employ- 
ed his meſſengers to impart unto mankind ; and 
the glorious works they perform'd, and the mi- 
raculous gifts and powers they profeſs'd, were abun- 
dantly ſufficient to ſupport their authority, and to 
prove the divinity of their meſſage. 

Nox is there any thing can invalidate their teſti- 
mony thus ſupported, unleſs it can be prov'd, that 
the religion they preach'd, is in any reſpect incon- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, contrary to truth and right rea- 
ſon, and ſo unbecoming its great author. And in- 

_ deed tis moſt certain, that all the miracles in the 
world are not able to ſupport ſuch a religion as 
this; to demonſtrate that to be true, which is evi- 

dently 


24. Pure. and genuine Chriſtianity 
| | dently falſe ; that to be good, which is undeniably 

1 evil; and that to be right, which is apparently un- 

. reaſonable and unjuſt; or that religion to be from 
God, and thoſe doctrines to be any part of a di- 
vine revelation, which are abſurd and contradicto- 
ry, impious and uhgodly ; tend to vacate the great 
obligations of nature and reaſon, to leſſen the neceſſa- 
ry and eſſential differences between good and evil, 
to undermine the everlaſting foundations of truth, 
virtue and righteouſneſs, and are any ways repug- - 
nant to the nature and perfections of a holy God. 


Could we ſuppoſe any perſon to come furniſhed with L 
a power of working miracles, to atteſt ſuch a re- 7 


ligion as this, his commiſſion would be null and Wl 
void of courſe ; or rather, the very doctrines he z 7 
brought, would manifeſtly prove. him a cheat and 
impoſtor, and a meſſenger of ſatan, whoſe intereſt 
and kingdom they were plainly calculated to eſta- 
Anp were there any doctrines of this nature and 3 
complexion belonging to the goſpel, it could not 1 

poſſibly be from God, tho' it had been attended 

with ten times the miracles that it was. But, bleſſed 

be God, that the adverſaries of chriſtianity have 

never been able to make good ſo black a charge 

as this, though they have often in vain attempted 

it: for the chriſtian religion does not intirely de- 

nd upon the power that did accompany it, but 

it has no leſs evident marks of wiſdom and good- 

neſs, as we have already ſeen under my ſecond ge- 

neral head; yea, 'tis upon this account chiefly, 
that it is ſo valuable and excellent in it ſelf, and 7 
ſo worthy the eſteem and entertainment of reaſon- A 
20 able creatures; it being ſo evidently contrived for A 
1 the promoting the real and moſt exalted dignity, 
perfection and happineſs of our rational immortal 3 
natures, whereby it becomes the power of God un- 5 

to ſalvation to ſuch as believe. | AND 
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Ap can a religion then that bears ſuch bright 
impreſſions and ſignatures of a divine hand, and 
has ſuch illuſtrious characters of power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs ſtamp'd upon it, have any other 
author, or be derived from any other fountain but 
God himſelf ? and conſequently are we obliged to 
receive the goſpel,” not as the production of mere 
men, nor as the contrivance of evil ſpirits, but as 
it is in truth the word of God, which worketh 
effectually in them that believe. 

Secondly, NoT being aſhamed of the goſpel, fur- 
ther implies, our making a publick profeſſion 
thereof before the world. This is a piece of juſtice 
we owe to every truth of any weight and im- 
portance ; nor can we do it a greater injury than 
by diſguiſing and concealing it, becauſe this is 


to put it upon a level with error and falſhood, 


which hates the light, and is no longer ſecure 
than it can ſhelter itſelf in obſcurity and dark- 
neſs ; whereas truth, triumphing in its own na- 
tive beauty and excellency, needs nothing more 
than to be expoſed to open view, to render it 
amiable and -lovely to reaſonable creatures, all 


which is in the higheſt ſenſe applicable to the 


doctrines of the goſpel, which contains the nobleſt 
and moſt ineſtimable diſcoveries that ever were 
entruſted with man, and ſuch as moſt nearly con- 
cern the honour of God, and the eternal welfare 
and felicity of mankind z; but which are not to be 


held forth to the view of others, to be preſerved 


in the world, or to be tranſmitted to poſterity, 
but by the moſt publick profeſſion of thoſe that 
believe. 

Fox any therefore to ſuppreſs thoſe glorious 
truths, or to confine their faith to themſelves, is 
not only to treat the moſt pure and excellent re- 
ligion that ever was, as if it was a cheat and im- 
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ſture; and all its heavenly doctrines as if they 
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were ſo many falſhoods, not fit to be received and ; 
preſerved among men. But further, they do as 1 
much as lies in their power to undermine the au- A 
thority and government of Gad here below, to 1 
baniſh his name and worſhip from off the face of 7 
the earth, and alſo to obſtruct and hinder the ever- 1 
laſting happineſs and ſalvation of all their fellow 1 
creatures; yea, by this means they become actual 4 
traitors to the bleſted Jeſus: for as by a belief of 3 
his doctrines they enliſt themſelves in his ſervice, 'Y 
ſo 1s 1t by a ſteady profeſſion of his religion that 5 
they manifeſt their fidelity and firm adherence to N 
him; and therefore, whenever they relinquiſh the iP 
one, they neceſſarily renounce the other; and ac- 4 
cordingly does our bleſſed Saviour aſſure us, that L 
he wili treat and puniſh all ſuch as cowards and 4 
deſerters, Luke xii. 8, 9. For this reaſon does the I 
icripture make a profeſſion of the truth with our 24 
mouths, of the fame conſequence and importance 1 


with the believing it with our hearts, and both the C 
one and the other equally neceſſary to ſalvation, 1 


Rom. x. 10. . 2 

To all which I ſhall add, that it is ſcarce poſ- 4 
ſible to make a publick profeſſion of the chriſtian 3 
faith, without joining ourſelves to ſome particular : 


body of chriſtians, and partaking with them 1n all : 
the ordinances of the goſpel ; and therefore the E 
apoſtle had no ſooner exhorted the Hebrews to | 
hold fatt the profeſſion of their faith, without 
wavering, but immediately warns them againſt 
forſaking the aſſembling themſelves together, as the 
manner of ſome was, Hieb. x. 23, 25. I do not 
lay that it is neceſſary that we ſhould join our ſelves 
with one body of chriſtians more than another ; 
but this I am ſure of, that we are bound to join 
with thoſe chriſtian ſocieties, which, upon the moſt 
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my LT ſerious enquiry, we are convinced come neareſt to 
5 | 1 the native truth, purity, and ſimplicity of the 
= E goſpel, and keep cloſeſt to the rules and inſtitu- 
_ 1 tions of our bleſſed Maſter. And in this way are 
F I we obliged to worſhip the God of our fathers, 
4 1 however ſingular and unfaſhionable it may be 
3 2 thought by ſome, however abſurd and ridiculous 
a? 3 it may appear to others, or whatever difficulties 
oof 1 and ſufferings it may expoſe us to; being aſſured 
"it that the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the 
"we approbation of God himſelf, and the proſpect of 
24 a future reward, is abundantly ſufficient to make 
- us the moſt ample amends for all the temporal in- 
_ felicities and diſcouragements we may meet with 
>a here. But again, 
Tue Thirdly, Nor to be aſhamed of the goſpel of 
_ Chriſt, likewiſe implies a readineſs to ſupport and 
re geefend it againſt all oppoſers; and, in order to a 
dad 71 Juſt and regular defence of the goſpel, there are 
1 0 14 three things highly neceſſary to be obſerved by us. 
the 3 Firſt, THaT we admit nothing as part of our 
as 5 faith and religion, but what is evidently contained 
| 7 in ſcripture, and founded upon the word and au- 
ol ſdority of God himſelf; leſt, while we imagine we 
_ 2 are contending for the doctrines of the goſpel, we 
lar 3 are found engaged only in the defence of our own 
all private fancies and opinions, or in- ſupporting the 
he traditions and conſtitutions of mere men, which 
10 indeed will not bear a ſerious defence; but being 
** built upon a ſandy foundation, will certainly, upon 
aft the firſt attack that is made, or as ſoon as they are 
he brought to the teſt of truth, not only fall of them- 
or ſelves, but bring ſhame and contempt upon thoſe 
155 that defend them. And yet this is not the worſt 
= of it neither; for when mankind come to ſee that 
wean thoſe doctrines and inſtitutions which many are ſo 
ft warm and zealous to ſupport, ſtand upon to weak 
_; 92 8 and 


| 
. 
— 


28 Pure and genuine Chriſtianity 


and precarious a bottom, and are no better capa- 
ble of being defended, they will, perhaps, be led 
to conclude, that every thing elſe is of the ſame 
nature; and religion itſelf is no other than a 
politic contrivance, and a human invention; and 
thus reject chriſtianity without any further enquiry : 

at leaſt, this will give a ſpecious handle to the ad- 
verſaries of chriſtianity to repreſent it under theſe ' 
odious characters. 

W x can never therefore be too careful to ſe- 
parate all human inventions and foreign mixtures 
from the original doctrines of the goſpel, and the 
genuine inſtitutions of Chriſt ; nor keep too cloſe 
to the great ſtandard of all truth and religion, the 
ſacred ſcripture. And were this caution duly ob- 
ſerved, I am perſuaded it would be a much more 
eaſy thing to defend our holy religion againſt the 
moſt cunning and laboured attacks of its profeſs'd 
adverſaries; yea, and do we not actually find, 
that all their moſt formidable objections are drawn, 


not from Chriſtianity itſelf, as it came out of tñae 


hands of Chriſt and his apoſtles, but from the 
alterations it has paſs'd through ſince, and the ad- 
ditions that have been made to it by weak, fal- 
lible, deſigning men. 

Ax p the great infelicity is, that many of its 
pretended patrons and advocates have not con- 
tented themſelves with ſupporting pure chriſtianity, 
without, at the ſame time, labouring to preſerve 
all thoſe powers and poſſeſſions, all thoſe cuſtoms 
and conſtitutions, all thoſe doctrines and practices 
which have, for reaſons beſt known unto them- 
ſelves, been ſince artfully annexed thereto ; and 
ſurely | it is no difficult matter to prove, chat theſe 
are no part of chriſtianity, nor do belong to the 
goſpel: for my part, I confeſs I do rejoice when 
ever I ſce them expoſed to publick contempt and 

ridicule 3 
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ridicule; and that I long to ſee the time when 
their mercenary adherents and ſupporters ſhall be 
forced out of theſe their ſtrong intrenchments, and 
be obliged to facrifice them all to the common 

ood of mankind, and to the glorious cauſe of 
truth and religion. ---- And I doubt not, that thoſe 
that hear me now, will gladly ſay, Amen. Then, 
and not till then, my brethren, may we hope to 
ſee religion flouriſh. upon its own juſt and honour- 
able foundations, Chriſtianity to ſhine forth in all 
its diſtinguiſhing beauty and luſtre, and, finally, 
to prevail againſt all the corruptions and prejudices 
of men, 

Secondly, ANOTHER thing I would obſerve as 
neceſſary in thoſe that defend the goſpel after a 
right manner, 1s, that they lay no more ſtreſs up- 
on any part of religion, than the things themſelves 
will well bear ; and that they be particularly care- 
ful to diſtinguiſh between the great and ultimate 
ends of religion, and the means and helps that are 
appointed for the obtaining thoſe ends; or be- 
tween the neceſſary and eſſential branches of piety 
and holineſs, goodneſs and righteouſneſs, and thoſe 
duties of chriſtianity that are merely of a tempo- 

5 rary and poſitive nature, and which are only re- 
8 | quired for the fake of the other. They are, indeed, 


|= neceſſary, as appointed by Chriſt ; but the latter 
„ 9 would not have been appointed, had they not been 
e admirably adapted to promote the former : and 
8 5 we are greatly miſtaken when we attend upon the 


poſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel, and entirely reſt 
in them, without any further view, or without a 
proportionable concern to improve in our love to 
God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the exerciſes of 
benevolence and goodneſs towards our fellow crea- 
tures, and 1n the virtues and graces of the chriſtian 
life according to the words of our bleſſed Saviour, 

who 


n I cas Þþ} 
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BY. who ſeverely upbraids the Jes for their deep 
1 hypocriſy, in pretending the moſt outragious zeal 
. for the traditions of the fathers, while they ne- 
4 glected the more weighty matters of the law, 
1 juſtice, fidelity and mercy, Matib. xxiii. 23. I am 1 
Wako far from intending to inſinuate by this, that the E | 
9 ſitive duties of chriſtianity are no better than 3 
thoſe ritual obſervances of the Jes; they are in- 4 
deed of a much nobler and more ſpiritual nature, 
and are ſuited to much higher and more excellent 
ends, having a more ſtrong and direct tendency "op 
to inſpire the ſoul with an heavenly temper, and | 
to beget in us 2 divine reſemblance : and yet are _= . 
even theſe of no benefit and advantage to us, if we | 
content our ſelves with the bare performance of 1 | 
them, or any further than they influence our tem- 3 
per and behaviour, and render us more like 
unto God, and more conſtant and diligent in his 
ſervice, and more ſteadily obedient to his righte- 
ous laws. This then 1s the great intention of or- 
dinances and ſacraments; and hereby the goſpel] 
appears to be a rational and conſiſtent ſcheme of 
religion, manifeſtly tending to the honour of God, 
Fl is to the purity and perfection of our natures, and to 
BITE: the eternal felicity and bleſſedneſs of our immor- 
| tal ſpirits z and containing nothing but what has 
a peculiar fitneſs to promote theſe deſirable ends. 
x Were theſe things duly attended unto, and re- 
THEE] carded, I would hope that it might in ſome mea- 
79 ſure abate the prejudices of unbelievers; and if 
not reconcile them to the belief of the goſpel, 
render, at leaſt, their infidelity the more inex- 
cCuſable. | | 5 
Thirdly, In order to defend the goſpel after a 
right manner, it is neceſſary that chriſtians well 
underſtand the grounds and reaſons of their faith; 
and furniſh their minds with thoſe great and im- 
| : portant 
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portant arguments, by which alone it can be ſup- 
ported; that they may not be like children, hur- 
ried to and fro with every falſe doctrine; nor 
ſhocked or moved, either by the confident aſſer- 
tions, or the crafty inſinuations of thoſe who lie 
in wait to deceive, of which there are ſome to be 
met with in every place. This is what the apoſtle 
reſſes with great warmth, not upon miniſters 
only, but alſo chriſtians in general, 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
But ſanfify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man that aſketh you 
a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with meekneſs and 
fear. Where the apoſtle adviſeth all chriſtians to 
ſee that their faith and hope be fixed upon a juſt 
and ſolid bottom; and alſo that they be well ac- 
quainted with the grounds on which they are built. 
Further, he would have theſe things ſo clear and 
familiar to them, as that they might always be in 
readineſs to give a good and rational account of 
their faith to others, and to produce ſubſtantial 


pel 3 reaſons for the conviction of gain- ayers; intimating, 
of 2 that hereby God would be in an eſpecial manner 
d, 1 glorified z as this would highly redound to the 
to ; honour and credit of religion, when it appeared, 
r- that as chriſtians did not make a profeſſion of the 
as goſpel but upon the fulleſt conviction, ſo that they 
ls. were able to juſtify their conduct, and to defend 
e- their faith againſt all oppoſers: whereas, on the 
a- contrary, were chriſtians either ignorant of the 
if great foundations of their religion, or unable to 
5 give juſt reaſons for their belief or profeſſion of 
= it; what muſt the world think, but that either 

chriſtians are a very filly and credulous ſet of 
a people, or that chriſtianity is a very weak and un- 
I _ reaſonable inſtitution ? To avoid then ſuch heavy 


cenſures as theſe, let chriſtians narrowly look into 


the grounds of their faith, and with their own eyes 
| {ce 
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ſee thoſe characters of power, wiſdom and good- 
neſs that are ſtamped upon it; by which means 
they will find it anf eaſy matter to ſtand their 
ground in every hour of temptation, and to repel 
the moſt furious aſſaults of their enemies. 
[I MusT not forget to obſerve here, what the 
apoſtle does fo expreſsly mention, that we muſt 
give our reaſons, and anſwer objections with meek- 
neſs and fear ; not with any diſtruſt of the grounds 
on which our religion ſtands, for theſe have often 


ſtood the trial, and ſtill remain firm and ſecure ; 


no, nor with any fear of the ſtrength of our ene- 
mies; for jeſt and mockery, banter and ridicule, 
rude and unmanly inſults, or ſophiſtry and cavil- 
ling, are their ſtrongeſt objections, as far as I have 
yet ſeen : and yet may there be juſt reaſon to fear 
and diſtruſt ourſelves, leſt by our unbecoming 


manner of defending the goſpel, by mixing our 


own weakneſſes and paſſions with our arguments, 
we ſhould betray the cauſe we endeavour to ſup- 
port. Meekneſs and humility become chriſtians at 
all times, and never more than when they are 
concerned with the enemies of the goſpel, leſt they 
ſhould impute our infirmities and blemiſhes to the 
religion we profefſs to believe. Beſides, if any thing 
ſoftens their hearts, and attracts their good-will, it 
mult be candour and benevolence, gentleneſs and 
goodneſs in the patrons and defenders of chriſtiani- 
ty: theſe amiable virtues, exerciſed in religious 


diſputes, and diſplay'd to publick view, will often 


make impreſſion where the ſtrongeſt arguments 
can have no acceſs ; whereas wrath and clamour, 
bitterneſs and rage, will always be thought an in- 
dication of a bad cauſe, with thoſe whom we op- 
poſe ; nor can have any other effects than to irri- 
tate their reſentments, to confirm in their pre- 
judices, and to render them more averſe to con- 
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viction: Nor need we apprehend any dangerous 
conſequences from their being permitted to propoſe 
their objections with the utmoſt freedom, without 
fear or reſtraint z being aſſured that chriſtianity 


will bear the niceſt ſcrutiny, and that the more 


cloſely it is examined, the more its ſuperior worth 


and excellence will appear.] * 


Bo r to proceed; there is one thing more im- 
plied in not being aſhamed of the goſpel. 

Fourthly, Ta a T chriſtians live under the com- 
manding power and influence of the goſpel 3 and 
by a holy and exemplary life endeavour to recom- 
can be more cer- 
tain, than that the gſpel is the moſt pure and 


perfect religion that'Ever was received among men, 


that it has the brighteſt characters of divinity 
ſtamp'd upon it, and that it bears the ſtrongeſt 
impreſſions of its glorious author; and were a true 
repreſentation thereof given to the world, juſt and 
conſiſtent with itſelf, ſuitable to its ſpirit and ge- 
nius; were its internal beauties and hidden glories 
expoſed in their proper light to publick view, it 
would unavoidably appear amiable and lovely to 
the eyes of all beholders, and could not fail to 
attract the regard and eſteem of the greateſt. part 
of mankind, and gain their hearts over to the be- 
lief and obedience thereof, This is what therefore 
belongs to chriſtians ; and this is to be done only 
by a temper and behaviour becoming the goſpel 3 
by unblemiſh'd purity of heart, and univerſal holi- 
neſs of life; by poſſefling thoſe amiable qualities 
and diſpoſitions, by exerciſing thoſe divine and 
heavenly virtues and graces 1t would inſpire us 
with, and by practiſing thoſe excellent precepts 


© Ihe paragraphs within the lines were in the ſermon, but 
not delivered for want of time. „ 
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and perfect rules it does enjoin; and therefore is 
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this the only way whereby chriſtians can ſupport 
the honour of their Maſter, preſerve the credit 
and reputation of their religion, recommend it 


with advantage unto others, and tranſmit it with 


ſucceſs unto thoſe that come after them. 

AND thus may the weakeſt and moſt infirm 
chriſtians, whatever their condition and circum- 
ſtances, their quality and character are, be capable 
of doing as much ſervice to the cauſe of chriſtiani- 
ty, and of ſupporting and defending it, as truly 
and effectually againſt oppoſers and gain- ſayers, as 
the moſt learned and accompliſhed, by ſhewing 
forth the virtues of their Maſter and the goſpel in 
a well-ordered converſation, Wherefore then be 
blameleis and harmleſs, the children of God with- 
out rebuke, in a looſe and vicious age, ſhining as 
lights in the world, holding forth the word of life 
in its native beauty and luſtre ; that others behold- 
ing your good works, may glorify your Father 
and Redeemer ; and that thoſe who ſeek an oc- 
caſion to reproach you and your profeſſion, may 


be aſhamed and filenced, and not you, when they 


behold your virtuous and unblameable converſation 


in Chriſt Jeſus. 


I Have now gone through the ſeveral things 
propos'd from the words; and am ſenſible that I 
have left but very little room for the improvement 
lo important a ſubject deſerves : but I truſt you 
will bear with me whilſt I juſt mention the three 
tollowing inferences. 


Firſt, HENCE we learn what is the real uſe 
and proper deſign of miracles. It is not to prove 
the truth of the goſpel, that is, to prove the truth 
ot its doctrines, the equity of its rules, the purity 
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of its precepts, or the reaſonableneſs of its laws; for 
this may be true, of any other ſyſtem of moral in- 
ſtructions, as well as of the goſpel. Nor is it, further, 
to prove the ſuperior worth and excellency of the 
goſpel, above any other body of laws extant in the 
world; for this muſt appear by other kind of evi- 
dence, and be brought to another teſt. As to theſe 
things, miracles make no alteration, but leave a 
religion juſt where they found it: Yea, all this is 
firſt to be ſuppoſed, before it can receive any be- 
nefit from miracles, nor without this are all the 
miracles in the world capable of ſupporting it: but 
where this is already manifeſt, the great deſign of 
miracles is to demonſtrate that religion, and thoſe 
doctrines, to which they are annexed, to be a di- 
vine revelation, and derives its authority from God. 
Miracles are an open appeal to the ſenſes of man- 
kind, that the perſons who perform them, are the 
meſſengers of heaven, and intruſted with à divine 
commiſſion. 

Bur where the internal evidence of the goſpel 
is ſo clear and unqueſtionable, and it bears ſuch 
bright characters of divinity, what occaſion can 


there be for miracles; do they not ſeem needleſs and 


ſuperfluous ? No, by no means; for beſides that 


this external evidence of miracles, 1s more obvious 
to the view and obſervation, and better adapted to 
the underſtanding and capacities of the bulk of 
mankind, it is of the utmoſt benefit and advan- 
tage to all men, to be furniſhed with a ſtanding re- 
velation, with a compleat rule of life and practice, 
with a perfect ſcheme of religious truths, and du- 
ties, doctrines and precepts, for their inſtruction 
and conduct, enforc'd with ſuitable motives and 
lanctions, ſupported by the authority of God him- 
felt, and which they are bound to receive and ob- 
ſerve, on pain of his ſevereſt diſpleaſure, and in 


F. 2 hopes 
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hopes of his favour here, and of the moſt glorious 
rewards hereafter. Were theſe obligations taken 
away, and theſe powerful reſtraints removed, how 
valuable ſo ever might be its diſcoveries, and how 
reaſonable and perfect ſo ever its rules, I am per- 
ſuaded, the greateſt part of men would find ſome 


pretence or other, to evade the force of all its in- 


zunctions and commands. | 

Secondly, Hence we ſee the reaſon, why it pleaſed 
God to imploy ſuch weak and feeble inſtruments, 
in preaching and ſpreading the goſpel through the 
world, that the power of God might more viſibly 
and remarkably appear. It ſeems more natural to 
ſuppoſe, that the more excellent the cauſe, the more 
exalted ſhould be the meſſengers ; the more divine 
and arduous the work, the more worthy and glori- 
ous ſhould be the perſons employed in conducting 
and executing the ſame z but the event has ſhew'd, 
that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men, as the 
apoſtle obſerves, 1 Cor. 1. 25. 

For had the wiſe and the learned perſons of 
conſiderable parts and accompliſhments, of high 
ſtations and great influence, been by God employ- 
ed in this deſign, religion would have look'd more 
like a human contrivance, and the world would 
have had more reaſon to aſcribe it to the artifice 
and policy of men, ſuch would have appear*d more 
capable of forming and ſupporting a plot to delude 
their fellow creatures; but ſuch things as theſe do 
plainly lie at a much greater diſtance from the 


weakeſt and loweſt of mankind ; for when ſuch art- 


els and unſkilful perſons bring ſuch heavenly doc- 
trines, and perform ſuch ſtupendous actions, as it 
mult neceſſarily ſtrike mankind with the greateſt 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, ſo muſt they immedi- 
atcly and evidently ſee, chat they could not ariſe 
trom 
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truly repreſented and defended. 37 
from themſelves, but that they nre under the influ- 
ence of a ſuperior agent, and can be no leſs than the 
meſſengers of God himſelf : this therefore is a cir- 
cumſtance which the apoſtle lays a peculiar ſtreſs up- 
on, 2 Cor. iv. 7. But we have ihis treaſure in earthen 
veſſels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, 


and not of us. The greater the diſtance between the 
inſtruments and the effects they produce, the more 


illuſtrious muſt the power appear that worketh with 
them; the meaner and more deſpicable the one, 
the more divine and glorious muſt be the other ; 
the more unequal and difproportionate any agents 


are, to the works they ſeem to perform, the more 


certain and undoubted muſt it be, that they do 
net proceed from them, but that they muſt have a 
higher author, It was for theſe reaſons then, that 
God ſaw fit to make uſe of ſuch weak inſtruments, 
in preaching the moſt excellent religion, and in 
working the moſt ſurpriſing miracles, that no fleſh 
might have occaſion to glory in his preſence, that 
there might be no room for boaſting on the one 
hand, or for cavilling and evaſion on the other, 
and that all the glory might redound to him, to 
whom alone it does moſt truly and properly be- 

long ; that be that glorieth, might glory in the Lord, 
Thirdly and laſth, Give me leave to conclude 
with a word of exhortation, earneſtly beſeeching 
and intreating all, both miniſters and private chri- 
ſtians, to walk worthy of the religion they profeſs, 
the maſter they belong unto, the high and holy 
vocation wherewith they are called, the ineſtima- 
ble privileges they are intruſted with, and the glo- 
rious hopes and proſpects that are ſet before them; 
by repreſenting the diſtinguiſhing beauties and ex- 
cellencies, the viftues and graces of the goſpel, to 
the view of the. world in the moſt advantageous and 
amiable light, in their temper and behaviour 5 by 
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which means they would wreſt the moſt dangerous 
weapons out of the hands of their common ene- 
mies. Were miniſters as faithful and diligent in 
their work, as meek and humble in their temper, 
As wiſe and prudent, as watchful and circumſpect 
in their conduct as becomes their character and of- 
fice z were private chriſtians as ſerious and ſpiri- 
tual, as juſt and conſcientious, as virtuous and regu- 
lar, as blameleſs and exemplary in their deportment, 
as becomes their profeſſion and religion; did mi- 
niſters entirely lay afide all their party differences 
and diſputes, all bitterneſs and animoſity among 
themſelves, and appear to be firmly united in peace 
and harmony, in cordial love and affection one 
with another; and did they and their people ap- 
pear to be ſincerely engaged with one heart and one 
foul, in ſeeking the honour and glory of their 
common Lord, in ſupporting the great and impor- 
tant intereſts of real vital religion, and in promo- 
ting the moſt exalted good and felicity of mankind, 
the ſpiritual and eternal welfare and falvation of 
immortal ſouls. Theſe things would do more to ſi- 
lence the objections, and to ſtop the mouths of in- 
fidels, than the moſt elegant harangues, the moft 
learned diſcourſes, the moſt labour*d compoſitions, 
and the ſtrongeſt and beſt choſen arguments, that 
can be offer*d for the defence of the goſpel; nor 
will the one anſwer any end or do much ſervice to 
chriſtianity, till ſtrengthened and enforced by the 
other, This is the only way to recover the credit 
and reputation of religion, and to tranſmit it with 
honour and advantage to our poſterity. 

By this means will the riſing generation be en- 
abled early to diſcern the intrinſick worth and ex- 
cellency of the goſpel, and be inſenſibly lead to 
the love and practice of the ſame, and have their 


hearts fixed in the paths of religion before they are 
aware. 
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truly repreſented and defended. 39 
aware. And whatan unſpeakable felicity will it be 
to them, when they come to examine into the 
grounds of their choice and conduct, to find them- 
{elves already engaged in a right and worthy courſe 


of life? which as they will certainly more and 


more approve of, the more ſerious and diligent they 
are in their enquiries, ſo will they hereby, as they 
grow up in years and in knowledge, be continual- 
ly more and more firmly eſtabliſhed in the ways of 
virtue, truth and righteouſneſs. | 

This I truit has been, and ſtill is the happy caſe 


of many now preſent, I mean of thoſe who encou- 


rage and ſupport this weekly lecture. As you here- 
by publickly declare your cordial belief of the chri- 
ſtian religion, and profeſs your deſire to uphold 
and ſupport the ſame, I may juſtly flatter my ſelf, 
that what you do herein, proceeds from the moſt 
rational and ſolid conviction of the truth and excel- 
lency of the cauſe wherein you are engaged, and 
that your inward ſentiments and perſuaſions entire- 
ly concur with your external actions, And let it 
demonſtrably appear that they do ſo, by holding 
faſt the faith you have received, walking worthy of 
the religion you profeſs, cloſely adhering to the 
genuine doctrines and inſtitutions of the goſpel, 
torming your belief, and regulating your manners 
agreeable thereto, and by a ſincere and ſteady con- 
formity of heart and life to its moſt pure and per- 
fect rules and commands. 

AN »D if this be your reſolution and purpoſe in 
younger life, how many ſnares and dangers, how 
much fin and guilt, how much bitterneis and ſor- 
row, will you neceſſarily eſcape ? What an amiable 
figure will you make in the world ? With what 
luſtre will your example ſhine in a corrupt and de- 
generate age ? How much honour will you be like 
to bring to your great Maſter? How much ſervice 
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45 Pure and genuine Chriſtianity, &c. 
may you do to the cauſe of truth and religion? and 
ho vaſtly contribute to the proſperity and happi- 
neſs of your fellow-creatures, both with regard to 
this world and another? Finally, Thus will you 
paſs your life with reputation and dignity; quit the 
ſtage of mortality with joy and triumph; your me- 
mory will be bleſſed ; and your reward will be 
_ conſummate and everlaſting, - 


DI Sie CO at I TT an peg cn A ISR RING 

-\ OI Es "Y 3 r n 

CCC 
E cf : ; 


e 
IST: 

"ET a 

n 3 


